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GOVERNMENT'S OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY PLANS

The Malta Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energissociation, MEEREA, an
environmental NGO, welcomes the plans for wind gnp@rojects announced by the
Prime Minister YESTERDAY.

However, the studies to be initiated should be mpamied by other contingency
plans and studies, which would save Malta precimas, should the offshore project
at Skka |-Bajda prove to be non-viable or problematic. A hieraroipptions should
be established.

In MEEREA's view, the Government should also reeassts on-shore wind energy
plans which are too timid. MEEREA notes with regtieat no plans have been
announced yet relating to distributed on-shore krmal medium wind-energy
projects. All possible sites should be evaluatetdi tarlor-made wind energy projects
be proposed for them. This presents an ideal Pdpgdrtunity (Private-Public-

Partnership), which the Government is striving tonpote.

On a micro-level, MEEREA notes that MEPA is stiladging its feet with respect to
Issuing the draft design guidelines for public adtaion, relating to installation of

micro-wind energy systems on rooftops. In spiteGafvernment’s incentives for

micro-wind generation since 2006, no such policydglines have been released
three years later.

Since the Marsa Power Plant must be closed dowr2didb, studies should be
initiated immediately to evaluate the potentialreplacing it by a medium-sized
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hybrid onshore wind farm or concentrated solar pgul@nt, coupled with combined

heat and power (CHP) facility, running on pure fiiels such as palm oil. This

would smooth out the inherent variability of thendior solar resource and

contribute towards a larger percentage of renewabérgy in Malta's total energy

mix. The excess heat can also be used to produeblpovater from the sea, using
multi-stage flash distillation processes, to mdwt torecast decline in rainfall and
thus water table levels due to climate change. $ualimologies are already available
and are extensively used in Gulf countries and niammye marine vessels.

As regards the Government's overall approach, MEEREdisappointed with the
seemingly fragmented efforts on different frontgluding but not limited to energy,
renewable energy, climate change, energy perforenambuildings and energy end-
use efficiency policies.

The present situation in MEEREA's view reflectdaesof panic and does not augur
well for the future. Instead, such challenges sthdad turned into opportunities for
more jobs, greater technology transfer and bettalitg of life for all.

MEEREA therefore calls on the Government to essaldin Energy Agency to foster
and implement plans for energy efficiency and a fahge of renewable energy
applications in Malta. The success story of the gamy Wasteserv in the field of
waste management should be projected to the eseryr.

The Prime Minister has repeatedly and continuossigported all efforts to make
Malta a centre of excellence in many sectors. MEEREIlieves that Malta could
become a leading example of sustainability for $nsénd states. This can be
achieved by working simultaneously and without pdege on energy efficiency
measures as well as all potential renewable ererigeach Malta’s targets for EU
2020 and beyond.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact Eur. Ing. Charles Yifu Honorary

Secretary or Mr. Martin Debono, PRO on e-maitereamalta@yahoo.comMobile:
79538123 or 99430445
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